
 

 

 

35 

 

Social Science Researcher, Aug 2013- Jan 2014, 3.1:35-43 
 

Mudoi et al 
 

Available online at www.ssrnlc.in 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

VIVEKANANDA’S PHILOSOPHY AND MODERN TREND OF 

EDUCATION 

Jitumoni Mudoi
*
, Bhaben Saikia, Dimbeswer Das,  

North Lakhimpur College, Khelmati , Lakhimpur,787031 

Jitumoni523@rediffmail.com 

Abstract 

Create curicity and inspire students in selecting a task is the sole role of 

education. Channelising properly with healthy environment to acquire the perfection is 

the aim of modern education. Providing training and practising concreteness with sound 

guidance is the role of teacher in modern context of education. Swami Vivekananda 

(1863 – 1902), a great thinker and reformer of India, embraces education, which for him 

signifies ‘man-making’, as the very mission of his life. Today the tremendous emphasis 

on the scientific and mechanical ways of life is fast reducing man to the status of a 

machine. Vivekananda seeks the solutions of all these social and global evils through 

education. With this end in view, he feels the dire need of awakening man to his spiritual 

self wherein, he thinks, lies the very purpose of education. Swamiji defines education as 

‘the manifestation of the perfection already in man.’ The aim of education is to manifest 

in our lives the perfection, which is the very nature of our inner self. This perfection is 

the realization of the infinite power which resides in everything and every-where-

existence, consciousness and bliss (satchidananda). A teacher well equipped with power 

of controlling natural instincts and sound psychology can provide proper supportive 

ambience. Education, in Vivekananda’s sense, enables one to comprehend one’s self 

within as the self everywhere. The essential unity of the entire universe is realized 

through education. According to Swamiji, the mind of the students has to be controlled 

 

Social Science Researcher 

 

Vol. 3    No. 1 

 

Social Science Researcher 

ISSN: 2319 – 8362 
North Lakhimpur College 



 

 

 

36 

 

Social Science Researcher, Aug 2013- Jan 2014, 3.1:35-43 
 

Mudoi et al 
 

Available online at www.ssrnlc.in 

and trained through meditation, concentration and practice of ethical purity. All success 

in any line of work, he emphasizes, is the result of the power of concentration. 

Keywords: Education, Vivekananda, perfection, spiritual, concentration.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Swami Vivekananda was not only a social reformer, but also the educator [1-6], a great 

Vedanta’s, patriot prophet of India, who sought to modernize the nation of its social and 

cultural harmony [7, 8]. If education is viewed as the most powerful instrument of social 

change, his contribution to educational thought is of paramount importance. He defines 

education as ‘the manifestation of perfection that is already in man. Education is a 

process of bringing about desired changes in human behaviour. In present context it is 

urgent need of modernized interdisciplinary and comprehensive education [9-12] to 

future generation to tackle the multifold challenges. So objectives of our paper are 

 To acknowledge people with Vivekanada’s philosophy of education 

 To realize the true aim of education 

 To visualize educational implication of Vivekananda’s philosophy 

 To cultivate true spirit of life and to maintain social harmony  

 

VIVEKANANDA’S PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION 

Objective of Education 

Real education is that which enables one to stand on one’s own legs. Education 

must provide ‘life-building, man-making, character-making assimilation of ideas”. 

According to him education is a continuous process; it should cover all aspects of life - 

physical, material, intellectual, emotional, moral, and spiritual [12-16]. He suggested that 

education should not be for stuffing some facts into the brain, but should aim at 

reforming the human mind. True education to him, was not for the carrier, but for the 

contribution to the nation. 
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Vivekananda’s views on education, an endeavor has been made to focus on the 

basic theme of his philosophy, viz. the spiritual unity of the universe. Whether it concerns 

the goal or aim of education, or its method of approach or its component parts, all his 

thoughts, we shall observe, stem from this dormant theme of his philosophy which has its 

moorings in Vedanta. 

 Modern technology dependent life is fast reducing man to the status of a 

machine. Moral and religious values are being undermined. Conflicts of ideals, 

manners and habits are pervading the atmosphereSwami Vivekananda’s love for 

mankind knew no geographical boundaries. He always pleaded for the harmony 

and good relationship of all nations. He said,’ through education, we should 

gradually reach the idea of universal brotherhood by flinging down the walls of 

separation and inequality. Vivekananda realizes that mankind is passing through 

a crisis.. Disregard for everything old is the fashion of the day. Vivekananda 

seeks the solutions of all these social and global evils through education. With 

this end in view, he feels the dire need of awakening man to his spiritual self 

wherein, he thinks, lies the very purpose of education. 

 Vivekananda points out that the defect of the present-day education is that it has 

no definite goal to pursue. A teacher, he says, has no clear idea about the goal of 

his teaching. Swamiji attempts to establish that the end of all education is man 

making. He prepares the scheme of this man-making education in the light of 

his over-all philosophy of Vedanta. In true with this philosophy, Swamiji 

defines education as ‘the manifestation of the perfection already in man.’ The 

aim of education is to manifest in our lives the perfection, which is the very 

nature of our inner self. This perfection is the realization of the infinite power 

which resides in everything and every-where-existence, consciousness and bliss 

(satchidananda). After understanding the essential nature of this perfection, we 

should identify it with our inner self. For achieving this, one will have to 

eliminate one’s ego, ignorance and all other false identification, which stand in 

the way. Meditation, fortified by moral purity and passion for truth, helps man 

to leave behind the body, the senses, the ego and all other non-self elements, 

which are perishable. He thus realizes his immortal divine self, which is of the 

nature of infinite existence, infinite knowledge and infinite bliss.  

 Man should have full confidence in himself and strive to reach the highest goal 

of his life, self-confidence leads to self - realization. In Swamiji’s own words: 

“Faith in us and faith in God – this is the secret of greatness.” At this stage, man 
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becomes aware of his self as identical with all other selves of the universe, i.e. 

different selves as manifestations of the same self. Hence education, in 

Vivekananda’s sense, enables one to comprehend one’s self within as the self 

everywhere. The essential unity of the entire universe is realized through 

education. Accordingly, man making for Swamiji stands for rousing mans to the 

awareness of his true self. However, education thus signified does not point 

towards the development of the soul in isolation from body and mind.. 

Therefore, man making for him means a harmonious development of the body, 

mind and soul. 

 In his scheme of education, Swamiji lays great stress on physical health because 

a sound mind resides in a sound body. He often quotes the Upanishadic dictum 

‘nayamatma balahinena labhyah’; i.e. the self cannot be realized by the 

physically weak. However, along with physical culture, he harps on the need of 

paying special attention to the culture of the mind. According to Swamiji, the 

mind of the students has to be controlled and trained through meditation, 

concentration and practice of ethical purity. All success in any line of work, he 

emphasizes, is the result of the power of concentration. By way of illustration, 

he mentions that the chemist in the laboratory concentrates all the powers of his 

mind and brings them into one focus-the elements to be analyzed-and finds out 

their secrets.  Stressing the mental development of the child, Swamiji wished 

education to enable the child to stand on his own legs economically rather than 

becoming a parasite of on others. 

 Education must build up character and manifest our real nature. Concentration, 

which necessarily implies detachment from other things, constitutes a part of 

Brahmacharya, which is one of the guiding mottos of his scheme of education. 

Brahmacharya, in a nutshell, stands for the practice of self-control for securing 

harmony of the impulses. By his philosophy of education, Swamiji thus brings it 

home that education is not a mere accumulation of information but a 

comprehensive training for life. Education for him means that process by which 

character is formed, strength of mind is increased, and intellect is sharpened, as 

a result of which one can stand on one’s own feet. 

Method of education: 

 According to him, knowledge is inherent in every man’s soul. Consequently, he 

draws our attention to the fact that the task of the teacher is only to help the child 
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to manifest its knowledge by removing the obstacles in its way. In his words: 

‘Thus Vedanta says that within man is all knowledge even in a boy it is so and it 

requires only an awakening and that much is the work of a teacher.’ 

Vivekananda’s method of education resembles the heuristic method of the modern 

educationists. In this system, the teacher invokes the spirit of inquiry in the pupil 

who is supposed to find out things for himself under the bias-free guidance of the 

teacher. 

 Swamiji lays a lot of emphasis on the environment at home and school for the 

proper growth of the child. The parents as well as the teachers should inspire the 

child by the way they live their lives. Swamiji recommends the old institution of 

gurukula (living with the preceptor) and similar systems for the purpose. In such 

systems, the students can have the ideal character of the teacher constantly before 

them, which serves as the role model to follow. 

 Although Swamiji is of the opinion that mother tongue is the right medium for 

social or mass education, he prescribes the learning of English and Sanskrit also. 

While English is necessary for mastering Western science and technology, 

Sanskrit leads one into the depths of our vast store of classics. The implication is 

that if language does not remain the privilege of a small class of people, social 

unity will march forward unhampered. 

Fields of Study: 

 Vivekananda, in his scheme of education  includes all those studies, which are 

necessary for the all-around development of the body, mind and soul of the 

individual. These studies can be brought under the broad heads of physical 

culture, aesthetics, classics, language, religion, science and technology. According 

to Swamiji, the culture values of the country should form an integral part of the 

curriculum of education. The culture of India has its roots in her spiritual values. 

The time-tested values are to be imbibed in the thoughts and lives of the students 

through the study of the classics like Ramayana, Mahabharata, Gita, Vedas and 

Upanishads. This will keep the perennial flow of our spiritual values into the 

world culture. 

 Education, according to Swamiji, remains incomplete without the teaching of 

aesthetics or fine arts. He cites Japan as an example of how the combination of art 

and utility can make a nation great. 
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 Swamiji reiterates that religion is the innermost core of education. However, by 

religion, he does not mean any particular kind of it but its essential character, 

which is the realization of the divinity already in man. He reminds us time and 

again that religion does not consist in dogmas or creeds or any set of rituals. To be 

religious for him means leading life in such a way that we manifest our higher 

nature, truth, goodness and beauty, in our thoughts, words and deeds. All 

impulses, thoughts and actions which lead one towards this goal are naturally 

ennobling and harmonizing, and are ethical and moral in the truest sense. It is in 

this context that Swamiji’s idea of religion, as the basis of education should be 

understood. We note that in his interpretation, religion and education share the 

identity of purpose.  

RELEVANCE OF VIVEKANANDA PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION  

Swamiji’s attitude towards modernization is that the masses should be educated 

before anything else is done. He wanted to remove from India four major evils, via; 1) 

priest-craft, 2) poverty 3) ignorance 4) tyranny of the wise. He tried to make the people of 

India understood that political and social strength should have their foundations on 

cultural strength. He has a true vision of philosophy of education in India in its cultural 

context. His educational thought has very great significance today because modern 

education has lost much of its connection with the values of human life. He beliefs 

religion can form the very foundation of education becomes clear in his words: ‘In 

building up character, in making for everything that is good and great, in bringing peace 

to others, and peace to one’s own self, religion is the highest motive power, and, 

therefore, ought to be studied from that standpoint’. Swamiji believes that if education 

with its religious core can invigorate man’s faith in his divine nature and the infinite 

potentialities of the human soul, it is sure to help man become strong, yet tolerant and 

sympathetic. It will also help man to extend his love and good will beyond the 

communal, national and racial barriers.  

‘Equilibrium’ and ‘synthesis’ were the watchwords of Vivekananda. Contemplation 

and devotion to duty were unified in his personality. He had gone deep into the social and 

political decline of India and attempted to prescribe a workable formula to eradicate all 

social inequalities. 

 Education is seen as an instrument for harnessing human drives, and as 

consequences, it becomes to some extent a method of behavior modification. 

Education preserves rather than changes social values. 
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 Constructive education for peace must aim to reform humanity so as to permit the 

inner development of human personality and develop a more conscious vision of 

the mission of mankind. We need today an education that is capable of saving 

mankind from the present predicament. 

 Environmental education is viewed as an integral part of the education process. It 

should aim at building up a sense of values, contribute to public well being and 

concern itself with survival of the human species. 

 Education for democratic citizenship is a set of practices and activities aimed at 

making young people and adults better equipped to participate actively in 

democratic life by assuming and exercising their rights and responsibilities in 

society. 

 Swamiji realizes that it if the women of our country get the right type of 

education, then they will be able to solve their own problems in their own way. 

The main objective of his scheme of female education is to make them strong, 

fear-less, and conscious of their chastity and dignity. He observes that women 

have a special aptitude and competence for studies relating to home and family. 

Hence he recommends the introduction of subjects like sewing, nursing, domestic 

science, culinary art, etc which was not part of education at his time. 

 Vivekananda, in his plan for the regeneration of India, repeatedly presses the need 

for the eradication of poverty, unemployment and ignorance. He feels it necessary 

that India should take from the Western nations all that are good in their 

civilization. In Swamiji’s view, for the development of a balanced nation, we 

have to combine the dynamism and scientific attitude of the West with the 

spirituality of our country. The entire educational program should be so planned 

that it equips the youth to contribute to the material progress of the country as 

well as to maintaining the supreme worth of India’s spiritual heritage. 

CONCLUSION 

Swami Vivekananda was actually the greatest synthesizer of ever time. He wanted 

to remove the evils of the society by giving re-orientation to politics, sociology, 

economics and education. The exposition and analysis of Vivekananda’s scheme of 

education brings to light its constructive, practical and comprehensive character. He 

realizes that it is only through education that the uplift of masses is possible. Swami 
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Vivekananda laid stress on education as a powerful weapon for this change. He states it 

emphatically that if society is to be reformed, education has to reach everyone-high and 

low, because individuals are the very constituents of society. The sense of dignity rises in 

man when he becomes conscious of his inner spirit, and that is the very purpose of 

education. He strives to harmonize the traditional values of India with the new values 

brought through the progress of science and technology.It is in the transformation of man 

through moral and spiritual education that he finds the solution for all social evils. 

Founding education on the firm ground of our own philosophy and culture, he shows the 

best of remedies for today’s social and global illness. Through his scheme of education, 

he tries to materialize the moral and spiritual welfare and upliftment of humanity, 

irrespective of caste, creed, nationality or time. However, Swami Vivekananda’s scheme 

of education, through which he wanted to build up a strong nation that will lead the world 

towards peace and harmony, is still a far cry. Only a process of a good system of 

education can bring about a healthy political and social life. Swami Vivekananda stands 

for this and his message is for all time. 
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